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THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 



The present application relates to a color separating unit and projection type image display 
apparatus employing the same. As stated in the description, the technical problem to be solved 
by the present application is "to separate color light beams in the manner of scrolling so that a 
compact optical system is obtained and a color light beam is illuminated at a high frequency". 
After the examination, the opinions are provided as follows: 

1. The technical solutions of the Claims 1 and 39 do not possess novelty as prescribed in 
Article 22, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law of China. 

The Claim 1 defines an image display apparatus. The reference 1 (CN1363846A) discloses an 
optical system for liquid crystal projector, with the following technical features: "comprising 
a light source (30), a polarizing beam split array (34) and a first color selector (38) to separate 
the light beam emitted from the light source into red, blue and green lights and make them 
have different polarizations, pieces of LCDs (52R, 52G, and 52B) to form an image by the 
color light beams according to input image signals, and a projecting lens system (54) to 
combine images generated by the LCDs" (see line 14 on page 7 to line 23 on page 9 of the 
description, and Figures 2 and 3). It can be seen that the reference 1 has disclosed all the 
technical features of said claim except that the terms for components are different literally. 
The technical solution of the reference 1 and that of the claim belong to a same technical field 
and can produce same technical effect. Therefore, the technical solution of the claim does not 
possess novelty. 

The Claim 39 defines a color separating unit. The reference 1 (CN1363846A) discloses an 
optical system for liquid crystal projector, with the following technical features: tL thc light 
emitted from the light source (30) is separated into color light beams having different colors 
and polarizations by the polarizing beam split array (34) and the first color selector (38)" (see 
line 14 on page 7 to line 1 on page 8 of the description, and Figure 2). It can be seen that the 
polarizing beam split array and the first color selector play the same role as the color 
separating unit in the present invention. The reference 1 has disclosed all the technical 
features of said claim except that the terms for components are different literally. The 
technical solution of the reference 1 and that of the claim belong to a same technical field and 
can produce same technical effect. Therefore, the technical solution of the claim does not 
possess novelty. 

The difference between the present invention and the prior art lies in that **the color separating 
unit has a rod structure and comprises a plurality of dichroic prisms having the dichroic 
mirror surfaces". However, said distinctive technical feature is not disclosed in the Claims 1 
and 39, whereby the reference 1 still discloses all the technical features of the Claims 1 and 39 
although it is slightly different from the present invention. Therefore, only by adding the 
technical features into the Claims 1 and 39 can the claims possess the novelty and the 
inventive step compared with the prior art. 



2. The Claims 1 and 10, 39 and 45 do not comply with the provision of Rule 22, paragraph 3 
of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law of China. 

If the applicant makes the above amendment, the difference between the Claim 1 and the 
Claim 10 only lies in that the Claim 10 specifies the "plurality of dichroic mirror surfaces" as 
"four or more" and it lacks the technical feature of "image combiner". Furthermore, the 
difference between the Claims 39 and 45 is also that that the Claim 45 specifies the "plurality 
of dichroic mirror surfaces" as "four or more". 

The independent Claims 1 and 10 relate to a same invention (image display apparatus), and 
the Claims 39 and 45 also relate to a same invention (color separating unit). Drafting a same 
invention as two independent claims does not comply with the provision of Rule 22, 
paragraph 3 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law of China. The applicant 
should amend the Claim 1 0 as a dependent claim of the new Claim 1 and amend the Claim 45 
as a dependent claim of the Claim 39. 

3. The Claims 23-26 do not set forth the scope of protection clearly, and so do not comply 
with the provision of Rule 20, paragraph 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law 
of China. 

The "optical unit" disclosed in the Claims 23-26 do not appear in the preceding claims they 
refer to directly or indirectly. The preceding Claims 21 and 22 only mention "scrolling unit" 
and "optical block". The applicant should make amendment to the Claims 23-26 according to 
the disclosure in the description. 

4. The description is not clear, which does not comply with the provision of Rule 18, 
paragraph 3 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law of China. 

The description discloses in lines 5-6 on page 12 that "includes a polarization changer 88 such 
that at least one of the separated color light beams and the other separated color light beams 
have the same polarization". According to the disclosure of the context, the function of the 
polarization changer is to change the polarization of the color light beams, and therefore the 
"same polarization" should be "different polarization". 

Based on the above reasons, the application can not be granted the right of patent under the 
present text. The applicant should submit the amended claims and/or description according to 
the above opinions within the designated time limit. Any amendment shall not go beyond the 
scope of the original description and claims so as to comply with the provision of Article 33 
of the Patent Law of China. After amending the claims the applicant should make 
corresponding amendment to the Contents of the Invention part in the description such that 
the claims are supported formally by the description. If, within the designated time limit, the 
applicant fails to remove the above defects or state sufficient reasons for which the 
application complies with said provisions, the present application shall be rejected. 



